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Policy Recommendation:	To inform individuals and families who become homeless of their 					eligibility for education services.

Cross-agency referrals between the homeless system and local education agencies are to be made quickly and effectively.  To this end, the CoC requires that all CoC projects implement the following policy as a matter of protocol:  Collaboration between school districts and homeless service providers is essential to ending homelessness.  CoC funded projects must collaborate with local school districts to assist in identification of homeless families and inform homeless families and youth of their eligibility for education services under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act and Title I, Part A of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Specifically, children who become homeless are guaranteed educational stability and continuity, including the right to (1) remain in one, stable school environment (2) continuous access to teachers, programs, peers and services, and (3) immediate enrollment and full participation in school activities (which is not to be predicated on normally required enrollment documents).  CoC projects will take into consideration the educational needs of children when placing families in available shelter and housing interventions to the maximum extent practicable with placement made as close as possible to their school of origin.  Projects will provide assurance that internal policies and practices are consistent with and do not restrict the exercise of rights provided by the McKinney-Vento Act and other laws relating to the provision of educational services and will designate a staff person to ensure that children are enrolled in school and connected to the appropriate services within their respective community, including early childhood programs.  CoC projects should refer to Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, Title X Part C of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and Title I, Part A of the Every Child Succeeds Act for more detail regarding student rights and responsibilities.


