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All Federal agencies are required to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1960 (41 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), and the implementing procedures issued by the Council on Environmental Quality at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508.  HUD regulations implementing NEPA are contained in 24 CFR Part 50, “Protection and Enhancement of Environmental Quality”.  One of the tenets of HUD’s Environmental policy is stated at 50.3(i)(1) which requires that property proposed for HUD programs be free of “radioactive substances where (they) could affect the health and safety of occupants.”  The Responsible Entity for HOME assumes HUD environmental responsibilities under 24 CFR Part 58, “Environmental Review Procedures for Entities Assuming HUD Environmental Responsibilities”.  24 CFR Part 58.5(2)(i) it is “HUD policy that all properties that are being proposed for use in HUD programs be free of hazardous materials, contamination, toxic chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances, where a hazard could affect the health and safety of occupants or conflict with the intended utilization of the property.”

HUD reviewed industry practices for the detection of radon and remediation.  HUD has adopted industry’s best practices in such a manner as to improve the health and safety of housing residents while not creating excessive demands on project development.

EPA recommends mitigation for residences with radon concentrations at or above 4 picocuries per liter of air (pCi/L).  Occupants on the lower levels of structures are at risk of excess exposure if radon levels are elevated and these structures are not appropriately mitigated, or if they occupy new construction in areas with high radon that is not built using radon resistant construction methods.

HOME projects shall be required to test for radon, the environmental file shall contain the results of the testing performed, the details of any mitigation deemed necessary, and the timing of any such mitigation.
